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Lea Embeli is a painter, illustrator, and concept artist. She graduated from the Faculty 

of Applied Arts in Belgrade, specializing in Applied Painting, where she also completed 

her MA studies. During her studies, she was awarded multiple scholarships, including 

the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development scholarship and the 

Dositej scholarship from the Foundation for Young Talents. She is the recipient of the 

Aleksandar Tomašević Award for academic excellence, the ULUPUDS Award in the field 

of applied painting, and the Vučković Award for young artists from her hometown, 

Pančevo. 

In 2021, she received the MEXT Japanese government scholarship for research in oil 

painting at Tokyo University of the Arts, where she became a regular student and has 

been pursuing her second MA since April 2023. She is set to graduate from Tokyo 

University of the Arts in March 2025 and continues to work as an artist. 

Beyond painting, she began illustrating books in 2016 for publishers such as "Zavod," 

"Bigz," and "Kreativni centar," as well as the French publisher "Fleurus." She has also 

worked in animation as a character designer and concept artist for studios including 

ToBlink Studios and Bunker in Serbia, as well as Animoon Studios in Poland. 

Additionally, she briefly worked as a teaching assistant in painting techniques at the 

Faculty of Applied Arts in Belgrade. 

Exhibitions: 

"This Changes Everything", Niš Art Foundation, Niš, Serbia, 2017 

"Festum", Student Cultural Center, Belgrade, Serbia, 2018 

"Out of Touch" (Solo Exhibition), Ostavinska Gallery, Belgrade, Serbia, 2019 

"Private Value", Swiss Residence, Belgrade, Serbia, 2020 

"Autumn Art Biennale", Sombor, Serbia, 2020 



"What Do You Think?" (Solo Exhibition), X Vitamin Gallery, Belgrade, Serbia, 2020 

"51st Art Salon", National Museum, Pančevo, Serbia, 2021 

"Wherever You Are, That’s Home", JR Ueno Gallery, Tokyo, 2023 

"Miraiten", Nichido Gallery, Tokyo, 2023 

"Beauty of Big Format", Salon of the Belgrade Museum, Belgrade, 2023 

"Watowa Art Award", Watowa Gallery, Tokyo, 2023 

"Shibuya Awards", Hillside Terrace, Tokyo, 2024 

"Grid Next", biscuit gallery, Tokyo, 2024 

"Sorry, this is (not) for you", Atami Art Grant, Atami, 2024 

"Bridge", biscuit gallery × NISO (London) Collaboration Exhibition, Tokyo, 2025 

"Pithecanthropus", Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo, 2025 

 

 

 


